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Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Michael D. Milich 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Modesto 
801 11th street 
P.O. Box 642 
Modesto, CA 95353 

Dear Mr. Milich: 

July 18, 1988 

Re: Your Request for Advice 
Our File No. 1-88-247 

We have received your letter concerning the new 
restrictions on publicly-funded mass mailings under Proposition 
73. 

Enclosed is a copy of a second interim advice letter which 
clarifies our June 16, 1988 advice. This second letter 
provides that city newsletters and other mailings may be sent 
at public expense so long as there is no reference to elected 
city officials except in the standard letterhead or logotype. 
This is only interim advice and may be changed in the future. 

The Commission will address this and other questions 
concerning the mass mailing restrictions in Proposition 73 at 
its July 26, 1988 meeting. We will include your name on our 
mailing list for information on the subject of mass mailings. 

DMG:KED:plh 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 

--"'"'17 ( )' I, C ., '~-' c c'~ 

By: Kathryn E. Donovan 
Counsel, Legal Division 

42R J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 95804-0807 • (916) 122-5660 
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Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Michael D. Milich 
Assistant city Attorney 
P.O. Box 642 
Modesto, CA 95353 

Dear Mr. Milich: 

June 29, 1988 

Re: 88-247 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform 
Act was received on June 28, 1988 by the Fair Political 
Practices commission. If you have any questions about your 
advice request, you may contact Kathryn Donovan, an attorney in 
the Legal Qivision, directly at (916) 322-5901. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, 
or more information is needed, you should expect a response 
within 21 working days if your request seeks formal written 
advice. If more information is needed, the person assigned to 
prepare a response to your request will contact you shortly to 
advise you as to information needed. If your request is for 
informal assistance, we will answer it as quickly as we can. 
(See Commission Regulation 18329 (2 Cal. Code of Regs. Sec. 
18329).) 

You also should be aware that your letter and our response 
are public records which may be disclosed to the public upon 
receipt of a proper request for disclosure. 

DMG:plh 

Very truly yours, 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 

- c' C' \ ')~ u '\ ''''-'(''- ., I q' I, \ 1. '}) ::.,# .. '1 42,'\ J Srn't.'t, Suite ROO • P.O. Box HO, • ,,,a..:ramentu r l Jol...,-l n . I ' 



577-5284 

Ms. Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
428 J Street, Suite 800 
P. O. Box 807 
Sacramento, California 95804-0807 

June 27, 1988 

Re: Prohibited Mass Mailings Under Proposition 73 

Dear Ms. Griffiths: 

We have received and reviewed your recent advice letter dated June 16, 1988, 
regarding mass mailings. While the advice letter clarified several areas of 
concern, we remain confused as to others. Generally, this confusion stems 
from what appears to be a conflict between items "g" and ";" on page 8 of your 
June 16, 1988, advice letter. 

Accordingly, we seek your advice with regard to the following matters: 

1. Every two months the City of Modesto sends out utility bills to 
all utility customers. Our understanding is that the bills themselves are not 
prohibited mass mailings. However, for some time the City has also included 
an informational insert with each utility bill. For your reference, the 
November-December 1987 and the March-April 1988 inserts are enclosed. Since 
these inserts are "reports containing items of general interest" which do not 
contain any reference to any elected official by "use of his or her name, 
signature or depiction in any photograph II , these inserts appear to be 
permissible mass mailings under item "g" set forth on page 8 of the advice 
letter. On the other hand, these inserts could be construed to be prohibited 
under item Ili" set forth on page 8 of your advice letter because they may be 
interpreted as "unsolicited" "newsletters" which are sent to 200 or more 
members of the public. 
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2. Enclosed is a copy of a brochure which was sent to every 
household in the City of Modesto to publicize the grand opening of the Modesto 
Centre Plaza in March of this year. Similar mass mailings are contemplated 
for future events at the Modesto Centre Plaza. Would such mass mailings be 
allowed under Item "g" as a "report containing items of general interest" so 
long as there is no reference to any elected official "by use of his or her 
name. signature or depiction in any photograph" or would such a mass mailing 
be prohibited under Item "i" as an "unsolicited" "substantially similar 
correspondence sent to 200 or more constituents or other members of the 
public"? 

3. Periodically the City of Modesto through a committee appointed 
by the City Council will conduct a survey to determine community concerns. A 
copy of such a survey that was developed by the Forward Modesto IV Committee 
and which was sent out in the Fall of 1986 is enclosed. Are future such 
surveys prohibited under paragraph "i" of page 8 of the advice letter because 
they are "unsolicited" "substantially similar correspondence sent to 200 or 
more constituents or members of the public"? 

4. Enclosed is a copy of the Modesto Police Department's 
Neighborhood Watch Newsletter. Once again. this report appears to be 
permitted under paragraph "g" of page 8 of the advice letter because it is a 
"report containing items of general interest" which is not being sent by an 
elected official or contain "any reference to an elected official by use of 
his or her name. signature or depiction in any photograph". On the other 
hand, the newsletter is routinely sent to 200 or more members of the public. 
It is unsolicited and therefore appears to be prohibited by paragraph "i" of 
page 8 of your advice letter. 

5. Enclosed is a copy the City of Modesto's Report to the People 
for the year 1988. The report was delivered to the City on June 16. 1988, by 
the printer. It was to be mailed to 500 people on Friday. June 17. 1988. The 
remaining 2,000 copies were to be advertised as available to the public. It 
appears to us that the report would now be prohibited under paragraph "g" of 
page 8 of your advice letter because it does contain the following: the 
signature of the Mayor. a photograph of the entire City Council, and the names 
of the Counci1members. However, our question is whether or not this report 
could be disseminated even after the photograph of the City Council and the 
signature of the Mayor. and the names of the City Counci1members were removed 
from the report. Once again. it appears that upon making these deletions the 
report would be a permissible mass mailing under paragraph "g" of page 8 of 
your advice letter but prohibited under paragraph "i" of page 8 of your advice 
1 etter because it is an "unso1 i cited" "substanti ally si mil ar correspondence 
sent to 200 or more constituents or other members of the public". 
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6. Enclosed is the 1988 Summer Activity Guide. The last page of 
the Guide contains a photograph of the Mayor and the names of the entire City 
Council as well as the Mayor's signature. It is our understanding that these 
portions of the Guide would have to be deleted for it to be a permissible mass 
mailing under paragraph "g" of page 8 of your advice letter. As before, our 
question is whether or not the Activity Guide would be prohibited under 
paragraph "i" of page 8 of the newsletter because it is an "unsolicited" 
"substantially similar correspondence sent to 200 or more constituents or 
other members of the public". The Activity Guide is distributed once a year 
by inserting it into the Modesto Bee newspaper which is then either mailed or 
hand delivered to subscribers in the City of Modesto. 

MOM/rna 
Enclosures 
cc: City Manager 

City Attorney 
Public Information Officer 

Very truly yours, 

MICHAEL D. MILICH 
Assistant City Attorney 
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MFORWARDIV 
ODESTO 

r 
Speak Out ... 
It's your future 

Hable ... Es 
Su Futuro 
(EI Questionario Que Sigue Se 
Puede Consegur En 
Espanol- Llame 577 -5454) 

For other language translations 
please call Citizen Information, 
577-5454. 
Forward Modesto IV is a joint City 
Council/Community project that 
asks all citizens to identify their 
concerns and priorities for ModestO 
and to recommend ways the city can 
best plan for a quality future. By filling 
out this questionnaire. you will help 
the Steering Committee find out 
which are the most important 
concerns to you· the people of 
ModestO. 

Do you want to help 
your city? 
Citizen Task Forces will be formed to 

work on the concerns that the people 
ldennfv as most important. If you 
want to be considered for a Task 
Force. please fill in your name, address 
and telephone number. 
Name 
Address 
City ~ ______ Zip __ _ 

Phone (Day) 
Phone (Evening) ______ _ 

Thank you for helping Modesto 
move forward. 

Directions 
A. Read all the following concerns. 
B. Then put a check in the box by the five (5) which 

are most important to you personally. o 1. Child Care Services 

o 2. Community Image. Spirit and Pride 

o 
0 
0 
0 

8 
0 
0 

8 
§ 
o 
o 
o 
8 
o 

3. Cultural Opportunities (Performing Arts. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Ethnic Festivals) 

Economic Development 

Educational Concerns /Opportunities 

Employment Opportunities / 
Affirmative Action 

Environmental Quality 

Finding Money for the City 

Health Care Services 

Image of City Council/Government 
(Decision. Mak ing, Campaigns, 
Relationships) 

1 L Library 

12. Local Media 

13. Needs of Low Income Families 

14. Parks and Recreation IY outh Activities 

15. Planning for Growth 

16. Public Works (Utilities, Sidewalks. 
Storm Drains. Trees) 

17. Security and Law Enforcement 
(Drugs. Animal Control, Pornography, Etc.) 

18. Senior Citizens Services 

19. Traffic Problems 

20. Transportation (Buses. Dial·A.Ride, 
Airport, Amtrak) 

21.0ther ________ _ 

Comments: 

Ethnic Background (Optional): o Asian/Pacific Islander 

0
8 :Ii::~nic 

Native American 

0
0 White 

Other 

Please fold with Business Reply address showing, seal with a piece of tape 
and return by December 3, 1986. No postage is required. 





Bob Hope In Person 
Saturday, March 12, 1988 

a "once-in-a-lifetime" 
tie gala benefit featuring 

and hors d'oeuvre, in the Grand 
followed by an elegantl y catered 

dinner In the Arbor Theatre and Tree Ruums. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hupe will join those 
In tlw Arbor Theatre. At nine o'clock ... 
HOPE IN PERSON'~ The Modesto Symphonv 

will accomoanv this master showm~n 
center stal:!e for an 

Stanislaus Sampler II 
Sunday, March 6, 1988 
12 Noon. 7 p.m. 

This is your chance to discover, enjoy, and 
experience some of our County's 
artists and their work. The Soroptimists have 
selected a sampling of the finest creative 
expressions from and about our own com· 

The setting for the recePtion will be 
. of the Centre 

the spacious grandeur of the 
complement to the 

eAu,:pllUlldl works on display. 

Capacity: 
800 

Admission: 
$5,00 

Modesto Home Show 
Friday, March 25, 1988 
1· 9 p.m. 

Saturday, March 26, 1988 
10 a.m . • 6 p.m. 

Sunday, March 27, 1988 
10 a.m. ·6 p.rn.. 

Thousands will be in attendance as the 
Building Industry Association of Central 
California brings its fantastic Home Show 
to the Centre Plaza. Over 150 exhibitors will 

Theatre, and tents outside. Horne 
and services will comprise the 

Valuable information will be shared 
"how to" demonstrations. See the 

Home Show and experience the entire Centre 
Plaza 

Admission: 
$2.00 

Please Note: 
--Ticket reqw?sts will be lilW in the order tb:y are m;.ewed. 

-- Tickets will he mailed Ollt betwCi.'fl FcbruiJry 8 and 
February 15. 

-- Chech should be made out to CIty of MoJesto. 

-- Captu:lties are limited for all eV""ts. 

__ Order your tickets Immedlate/y. 

Mail To: 
Modesto Centre Plata 
If'U)1l T t.'1--.n."" 



UJn .. Bm~ i-JllU Ut;;t-J:-..t;;ll!:) •. .'"'\.11 

memorable evening! All proceeds 
benefit will be distributed to local 

l"",'ltJUL community service organizations. 

Cocktails, Dinner with Mr. and Mrs. Hope 
in the Arbor Theatre, Show, and Dessert 

Capacity: 
280 

Admission: 
$250.00 

Cocktails, Dinner in the Tree Rooms, Show, 
and Dessert 

Capacity: 
320 

Show and Dessert 

Capacity: 
900 

Admission: 
$150.00 

Admission: 
$75.00 

CommuHlt)' OrganiZutwns 

Festival Hispano 
Sunday, March 20, 1988 
3 p.m . • 10 p.m. 

the tastes, sounds, and sights of our 
cultures. A variety of Latioo food awaits 

with surprise performances. A mariachi 
. entertainment for the children, and 

folklorico dancers from different Latin American 
countries will share their spectacular talents. Be 
su re not [0 miss the costumes, the food, and 
the !Un. 

Admission: 
FREE 

Mail Order Form 
MTV Dance Party 
March 4, 8:00 p.m. 

Magical Mechanical Tour 
MaTch 5 
Morning 
Afternoon 

Stanislaus Sampler II 
March 6, 12 Noon· 7:00 p.m. 

Bob Hope In Person 
March 12 
Dinner Wirh rhe Hope" Show, Dwerr 
Dinner, Show, Dessert 
Show, De.\;ert 

Home Show 
March 25,26, and 27 

Name 

Address 

Ciry 

Telephone Number(s) ( 

Quantiry Price 
ar $ 5.50 $ _. ___ _ 

. __ ._ at $ 2.50 
at $ 2.50 

_____ at $ 5.00 = 

__ . ____ ar $ 250.00 
ar $ 150.00 
at $ 75.00 

_____ ar $ 2.00 ~ 

Harulling 

$_--
$ 

$--

$ 
$_--
$. ---

TOTAL DUE $ . ___ _ 

Charge my Mastercard D Vila 

Card Number 

I have ene iD,ed my 
d"d in the amounr of $ ___ _ 



MUSIC TELEVISION® 

MTV Dance Party 
Friday, March 4, 1988 
8:00 p.m. 

Party Ingredients: 
IF MTV VJ to host party 

IF 2,000 high school students 

IF IS-foot projection TV 

IF Concert sound system 

IF Lights and stage design by FM Productions 
(the people who staged "Uve Aid" and the 
latest Rolling Stones, Who, and Don 
Henley tours) 

Rated: 

TEEN GUIDANCE SUGGESTED 
SOUND AND LIGHTS MAY BE 

TOO RAD FOR ADULTS 

Video Dance Restricted to: 
school students with current school ID 
and one guest per student. 

Capacity: 
2000 

Admission: 
$5.50 

Prc.;enred Modesto Ynuth Commis$ion 
'<MnmTP!l Pn~f,NpJ/1'WI'ljL ('nJ,II'1/i~lrm 1/.,,1 M\I~r'r Trll'f'itll'rn 

Magical Mechanical Tour 
Saturday, March 5, 1988 
10 a.m . • 6 p.m. 

The Centre Plaza is one of the most 
technically advanced facilities in the nation. 
Lighting systems, sound systems, 

and cooling; the fountain pump room 
alone is a maze of technical gadgetry. 

This is your opportunity to see the backstage 
areas of the Centre, where all of the magic is 
created. Technical and construction experts 
will be available in each area to demonstrate 
all of the Centre's systems. 

Capacity: 
550 

Admission: 
$2.50 

Pre.lented by Ihe Modesto Cenlre Plaza 



lW INTEREST LOANS 
OW AVAILABLE 

nnt (COBOl program. 
The purpose of the R LF is to create or save jobs 
. low income Modesto residents, or to assist or 
ng a needed ,,>(!fVIcc to a low income area of the 
y. 
Applicant'i for a loan 

smes,.~ Administration 
ilLF loan .. cannot be made to nun-profit organiza 
ns, for speculative huilding and renovation, or for 
estmcnts and projects not related to direct joh 
ation Or retention. 
:Jcnerally, the interest rate will be near the cur· 
t commercial bank prime rate, The RLF can pm
e up to $50,000 as a companion loon or $25,000 
a single loan, with an equity share from the 
rower. 
lusiness owners may suhmit 
using Program Office, 40 I 
~ihlc applications will be sent to the Stanislaus 
lJnty Economic l)evelopmcnt Corporation 
EOCOj for financial analy~s. SCEIX'O will then 
ke a recommendation to the City's Economic 
{clopment Loan Pool Subcommittee, which will 

isapprove each loan and r,et the terms, 
information, ple.se call 5775145, 

FREE CURBSIDE 
RECYCLING 
SERVICE 
EVERY 
WEEK 

Enjoy the convenience of 
ing pick-up. This free service 
aU residents . 

Place your recyclabks in 
ina visible 

Information 
577 5454 to find out your pick·up day. 

Please note that the curhside recycling pick ,U\'J day 
for all residents will be moved to the same day as 
refuse collection in the near future. Those affected 
will be notified when this change occurs, 

Recvding is easy; just prepare your recyclables as 
folloWll: 

• NEWSPAPER· place in grocery sacks, boxes, 
or tie in bundles, 

• CANS (aluminum and tin) rinse out, labels 
and lids are o,le 

• GLASS (bottles and jars, . rinse out, labels and 
lids are o.k. 

If you have other quc:stions or comments about 
recycling, ca II Robert Van Orrow, recycling program 
coordinator, at 577,5493. 

010 YOU KNOW??????????????? 

The Modesto Police Department handled 101,681 reports in 1987. 
• 23,977 pa""ngers flew uut of and 20,77 5 pa>",ngcrs new into the Modesto 

Nine new firms located in the Modesto area in 1987 including Frank Pattern 
Foods. KC Products, Morada Distribution, Pacific Panel, Roto Frank of America, All Ph 
tricl;d, Challenge Blending, and Sierra Pacific Distribution & Service. 

1>' Citizens Infonnation Services received and responded to 34,000 requests for City services 
tion in 1987. 

" Ridership on [ntracity Transit increased by 2.2 percent to 1.398,000 
,.. The City switched from leased telephone equipment to purcha"Jed eq 

cost savings estimated to be between $800,000 and $1 million over a 
III The Fire Department responded to .~,200 calls for emergency service in 1987, including 2, 

aid incidents. 
lit The total dollar loss due to fire in the City was reduced by 44 percent, from $2.8 million 

million in 1987. 

--~-------

A CRIME PREVENTION TIP 
FROM THE MODESTO POLICE 
Many people become victims of theft and robl 
because they advertise to potential criminals 
amount of cash they have. 

After making a bank withdrawal or a store 
chase, place your money in a safe place before I· 

the counter area. 
crime prevention is up to you. 



SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN 
Modc~to \, Pal k., and 
Clau~ av;til;jhle !Of reHlai 
; partu::" rrolll December"; December 

Rc~r\'attun5. for Sanfa will be accepted in the Park ... and 
Recreation Oni.cc, 801 11th Street, .,laning NovcmhtT 16. 
1987. 

Rentals are available to City of Modesto residents 
for this 111 

9a.m.·5 
are 

two 
rental and are done on a nfSl-c0ntC, fir'.il·served basis, 

For more infonnalion atx)ut lhL<; children's service. please 
call <77533~. 

CURFEW: YOUR CONCERN -
OUR CONCERN 
Over the pa'it few year'l the numher of juveniles out 
after curfew ha., increased. especially on McHenry 
Avenue. 

in 
di'.may of their owner", and tlle rc,,"tuenL\ clo~ to 
McHenry Avenue 

What does a ttl 17 year old nnd to do ill 
lut of a do~d bu)'incs.'> froln II fUll In 3 

Mt)(k-stl1 Police Dcparllucm wDuld like 
lu ~sk lhLnt~clvc'<\ that question The 

o! juvt~nik., \!rlio are vk.:tims of (;nmc l'i ill-
Pk;1~: help the MOde.,Ul Police DCrK1rt 

Illtl1L Uft'icc~ tIO]'K' nIH m h:J.vc to call you iq th~ 
':-'Jrly morning holtl" 

CITY OF MODESTO AUTHORIZED 
PAY STATIONS 

• Paul\; Rcxall Drugs 

. .. 801 11th Street 
.81) I II til Street 

W, Orangeburg Ave, 

.130 N. Santa C'rul Ave. 
• Model Pharmacy 1400 Cl1ffee Road 

.409 [)aradbe R(X!d 

161:: CTI)Wl> Landing Road 
O:lkdale Road 

Suitt' 17 

((l~ 1?t;/cle~- , fe, II 
( C { ~'J ((Jlf~"" "'"_,~,~~,: 

HOLIDAY GARBAGE SCHEDULE 
11What day will my garbage be picked up if it's a 
holiday?" 

Good question( With Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Years right around the corner, 
want to make a notation of the fonowing 
tion on your calendar. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE ... 
• Hulidu.y Saf{~~y TI:I" 
• RockwL'!ls 
.Siinta Claus b Cuming 

NOVEMBER· 01 

LEAF PICKUP BEGINS TI 

lO sa y with cerlait 
a s~cific ~rea, Howeve 

Citiu"1l InfomHllioll f.iCfV[(-CS at 5; 
be provided wHh the mmt Current p 
a crew might be in 

During this time, 
n:fusc removal may 
with us and. as alv.'-<1)'\, 
if a _-;itualion gels OUl of huml Th: 
un(krsl1H1din~ Jnd 
"'r~~tial rick lip 



CONSERVATION TIPS FOR YOUR HOME 

Water convervation is everyone's responsibility. Here are a few tips to help you save water at home. Can 
yOll think of others'! 

Limit your shower time. Showers use 10 gaUnm. of water per minute. 
If wastebasket rather than the toilet. for disposing of small items like facial tissue and (.'Otton 
Each time you flush. J7 gallons of water are used, 

Turn off the water after you wet your toothbrush and fill a cup for 
Pool water in the sink, rather than letting it run. when shaving or washing. Shaving with the lap 
running uses 20 gallons of water. 
Run the dishwasher Of washing machine 
Keep a bottle of water in the refrigerator for 
Fix faucet leaks. Even a small leak can waste 7 gallqns a 

Do you have a good conservation fip or need a question us at 577-5469. 

of City servi(."es. ar.;" 
Hosted by Modesto's public information officer. 

4:30 p.m, Wednesdays and 
weeKs of the month. 

A (1' ':/jJ,< 
(IvtJ ." 't;lbtL , . / II 

( C it;} {~,!:,","~::~,:: 
« MARCH 

MOOESTO CENTRE PLAZA 
OPEN FOR PUBLIC USE 
Modesto Centre Plata is now open ror public Hi)!.:, 

What was once a dream talked about before World 
War Il and in each decade thereafter, is nOw wahl)'. 

Over 175 event'! have been booke.d at the Centre 

rental policies. 

FRIENOSHIP COMMIT' 
OALLAS BRASS 
The City of Modesto<s Interna 
Committee wiU present the Dalla 
<It 8 p.m .• Monday, March l4 in 
of Modesto Centre Plaza. ](lOO 

five 
Admission for this conccrt is: $ 
for students and seniors. Tick 

chaileJ hy calling Mt'ldeslo Centre 
at 577·64OU. 

INSIOE THIS ISSUE... 

Conscrvat 

Recycling 



WHAT ABOUT ROCKWEllS? 

70% of Modestam. ~ve in area", drained by rocKwe!ts, most of us know tittle about them. In fact. 
most of us are not aware of them until the rains come and the streets flood. The roHawing information 
may help you keep your neighborhood rockwell:;: operating more .'mtisfactorily, 

Q: What i~ a rockltell? 
A rockwell is a hole that is excavated into the ground and flfted with graded rock. It lS usually located 
in an area where ~torm waters arc Hkely to collect When storm water colle<:f~ in the area 
the ruck well, water enters the spa('~ bclwt.":Cn the particles of rock. The width and 
usually provide enough surfat;e area for the water to he nhsorhed hy ·the 

Q: Why does 01)' street always Hood during tht! rains? 
Sin<.:c rockwellll have a limited stordge capacity and fairly low ab~rptjon rates. 
in the street or intersection when rainfall exceed::; 0.25 inches during a storm. A 
rainfall shows that the City witt exceed that amount 14 times during a year. Therefore, 

be a symptom of a malrunctioning rockwell. A rockwell 
if the area drains WIthin 24 to 

Q: What can 1 do:' 
A rockwell can only be effident if its walls are dear of obstructions; therefore it'::; important that 
these surface..::; stay as dean as pos..'iible, City crews dean each rock well on the of once a year. 
You can help hy keeping litter, clippings, motor oit, grease and other away from 
entrant,.'C$ to a rockwell, All of items can clog a rockwell and create that '<flooded" look, 

sAND 

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS 
The Modesto Fire 
fer some ~felY 
loved ones will 
season. 

use them. keep 
combu."liblc<> 
., Remember to turn off aU tree lights, ex

aU candlt!s and check ashtrays 
to bed at night. 

paper in the trash 

\II Make sure your fireplace screen is dosed 
when the fireplace is In uS(!, Keep decora· 
tions and other combu~tjbles a way from 
heaters 
.. Check your tree tights prior to 
them on the tree to t.ee that they arc 

A GIFT IDEA FOR THE 

and new· reveals how 
McHenry's and their house were 
and development of our City" 

The ~)ft cover book is avail 

more mtmmatlon about 
Foundation, please call 577 53i 

CHRISTMAS 
TREE PICKUP 
After Christmas, City street de~ 

the!i<1I 
your regular garden 

n:memocr to remove the WOO( 

should be I:ut if lunger thall eight 
tree thIcker than ""i 

~ 



( NEIGHBORHOOD 
I CRIME WATCH 

....-;. 
'~j 

WORKING TOGETHER I 
;~O COMBAT CRIME j • .A.N . 
Stops Crimes Against Neighbors 

VOL. I Modesto Police Department - Crime Prevention Unit MARCH 1988 

NEW ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION POLICY 

Start-j ng in February, 1988, the Modesto 
Police Department is changing its 
accident investigation policy on 
property-damage-on1y motor vehicle 
collisions. Police officers will: 

1. Sti 11 respond to the scene of an 
accident. 

2. He will insure that the roadway is 
clear and direct traffic as necessary. 

3. He wi 11 obtain tow trucks for those 
parties needing them. 

4. He wi 11 determi ne if any of the 
following violations have occurred: 
a. Driving under the influence. 
b. Driver's license violations. 
c. Proof of insurance violations. 
d. If any of the parties are injured. 

If the ace; t meets the above criteria, 
we will supply each driver a card to 
complete which includes name, address, 
and insurance company. We will remain at 
the scene until drivers have completed 
and exchanged those cards. 

~~e wi 11 not i nvesti gate the cause of the 
accident and will only report the 
drivers' last names, vehicle license 
numbers, and type of collision (that is 
whether it is a broadside, rearend. etc.) 
and the specifi c block number where the 
accident occurred. 

If when the offi cer is at the scene of 
the collision he determines that either 
of the drivers are in violation of Number 
4 above, a complete investigation will be 
done of the accident. 

Our change in pol i cy became necessary to 
increase the amount of time officers will 
be available for major criminal 
investigations. 

APRIL 14 

29 

MAY 7 & 8 

21 

JUNE 

AUGUST 9 

SEPTEMBER 30 

UP COMING EVENTS 

NON-TRADITIONAL CAREER 
FAIR 
HOMEN IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Modes to Juni or Co 11 ege 
Hest Campus 
9:00 AM - NOON 

FOURTH ANNUAL CHILD 
ABUSE PREVENTION FAIR 
On the Courthouse Lawn -
11 00 I St. 
McGruff, Children's 
Fingerprinting, etc. 
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

~'ODESTO JUNIOR COLLEGE 
RENAISSANCE FAIR 
Modesto Juni or Co 11 ege 
East Campus 
McGruff, Children's 
Fingerprinting. etc. 
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

KID'S SAFE 
Doctor's Medical Center 
McGruff, Children'S 
Fingerprinting, Thumbs 
up for Kids T-Shirts. 
1441 Florida Av 
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

SUMMER HATER CONSERVATION 
Outside Hater Prohibited 
Monday through Friday 
2:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
The Annual Neighborhood 
Hatch block party. 
Contact person: CSO 
Connie Garcia. 

SUMMER HATER PROGRAM ENDS 



CRIME'S GOING DOWN! 

In 1987 The City of Modesto experienced a 
dramatic reduction of reported property 
crimes. The most significant reduction 
was in the area of residential 
burglaries. Reported residential 
burglaries were down 23% over the 
reported burglaries in 1986. 

In February 1987, the Property Crimes 
Detail of the Modesto Police Department 
(whi ch has the respons i bi 1 ity of 
investigating burglaries and grand 
thefts) under went a major change of 
direction. The investigations went from 
a reactive mode of investigation 
(investigating Hcold burglaries") to a 
more proactive type of investigation. 
The direction of investigation was 
focused on narcotics violations. 

Historically'it has been proven that the 
property crimes violators are for the 
most part also narcotics violators. 
Therefore, putting the narcotics 
violators in jail will reduce the 
reported property crimes. 

As a result of the change in tactics, the 
following data was collected. 

In 1987 there were 4,544 cases assigned 
to the Property Cri mes Detail. Thi s 
number is down considerably compared to 
1986, where 5,208 cases were assigned. 

In 1987 Detectives in the Property Crimes 
Detai 1 made 427 arrests for property and 
narcotics violations. They obtained and 
served 130 search warrants. As a result 
of these arrests and search warrants, 
$263,752 worth of stolen property was 
recovered. Also, $49.00~ worth of 
illegal drugs and narcotics were seized. 

As a result of the change in direction of 
the Property Crimes Detail and efforts of 
the Field Operations Division and their 
Tacti ca 1 Patrol Unit. Property Crimes in 
the Ci ty of Modesto are down and we hope 
that thi s trend wi 11 conti nue throughout 
1988. 
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NEW TRAFFIC LAWS 

There is new legislation concerning 
traffi claws that affect us 'all. Three 
new or amended laws are: 

1. 22501.8 evc (California Vehicle 
Code): This bill adds to the 
existing handicapped parking laws. 
It now ill ega 1 to obs truct, block or 
otherwise bar access to disabled 
parking stalls. This applies to 
public and private owned lots 

2. 23111 evC-Tethered Dogs: This is a 
new section which prohibits the 
transporti ng of a dog in the back of 
a truck or a space des i gned for a 
load unless: 

* The truck has racks 46 inches high, 
or 

* The truck bed is enclosed, or 
* The dog is cross tethered, or 
* The dog is in a cage. 

This section does not apply to: 

* Transportation of livestock, or 
* Dogs being transported for the 

purpose of ranching or farming. 

For information on how to set up the 
tetheri ng system contact the 1 oca 1 SPCA 
offi ce. 

3. 22526 CVC-Anti-Gridlock: This is a 
new section which makes it a 
violation for a vehicle to enter an 
i ntersecti on on a yellow or a green 
traffi c 1 i ght when there is no 
possib1ity for that vehicle to 
completely clear the intersection 
prior to the light turning red. 

The bill designates that if the 
intersection is posted the driver will 
recei ve a ci tati on for failure to obey a 
traffic sign. If the intersection is not 
posted the dri ver wi 11 be ci ted for a 
parking violation. 

During heavy rush hour traffic, be sure 
you can completely cross the intersection 
or you might receive a citation if your 
car is unable to clear the intersection 

en the traffic light turns red. 

CHECK FRAUD UPDATE 

In our September 1987 SCAN, we mentioned 
that the Police Department was going to 
start a new forgery investigation 
policy. We wanted to update you on the 
results to date. 

In October 1987, the Modesto Pol i ce 
Department instituted a policy of not 
investigating any fraudulent payroll or 
Government checks if the merchant had not 
obtained the right thumbprint of the 
person cashing the check. The policy was 
instituted because of the large volume of 
fraudulent checks that could not be 
prosecuted because of lack of positive 
identification of the passer. 

Since the thumbprint policy was 
instituted, the Pol ice Department has 
experi enced a dramati c reducti on 1 n the 
number of reported forgeries involving 
payroll or Government checks. 

By July 1st of this year, the Police 
Department intends to extend the 
thumbpri nt pol icy to all fraudu1 ent check 
cases. 

Help prevent forgery by requiring the 
person who gives you a check to place 
thei r ri ght thumbpri nt on the check. A 
thumbprint is positive identification 
that a criminal will not want to give you. 

ARE YOU COVERED? 

On October 27, 1987, the Supreme Court of 
California reviewed the financial 
responsibility laws of the California 
Vehicle Code passed in July, 1985. In 
the Supreme Court's review they held that 
Section 16028 CVC was Constitutional and 
would be enforceable starting November 
27, 1987. 

We are now ci ti ng those dri vers stopped 
for other violations when they cannot 
show proof of insurance or proof of 
financial responsibility. 

What does proof of financial 
responsibility and proof of insurance 
mean? It means drivers of vehicles 
should have in their possession their 
insurance company name and pol icy number 
or a Sureity bond number. This 
information can be written on the 
registration card in the space provided. 



OUR TELEPHONE NUMBERS HAVE CHANGED 

We have installed a new computerized 
telephone system and offi ces can be 
dialed direct, without having to go 
through the main swi tchboard. C1 i pout 
the attached list and put it by your 
phone. 

QUICK REFERENCE TELEPHONE GUIDE 

EMERGENCY 

POLICE 
FIRE 
AMBULANCE 

9-1-1 
9-1-1 
9-1-1 

MOOESTO poLICE DEPARTMENT 

Abandoned & Towed Autos 
Detective Offices 
Drug Hotline 

To report persons using or 
selling drugs. Callers may 
remain anonymous. 

Neighborhood Watch 
Neighborhood Watch 24 Hour 

Answering Machine 
Parking Problems and Permits 

Dance, alcohol, parades 
block parties, carnivals, etc. 

Patrol Offices 
Public Assistance Officer 

572-9511 
572-9551 
571-3784 

572-9571 

572-9570 
572-9559 

572-9565 
572-9573 

General information questions, 
over the telephone police reports 
for insurance purposes only or 
"no leads, no suspects" thefts, 
vandalism. 

Records 572-9580 
Information regarding the release 
of reports, fingerprinting, etc. 

Subpoenas to be Served 572-9511 
Switchboard 572-9500 
Traffic Sergeant 572-9592 

SUMMER WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

In an effort to promote water 
conservation, the City Council has again 
approved the Summer Water Conservation 
Program. Outsi de water is prohi bited 
June 1 st through September 30th, Monday 
through Friday, 2:00 - 7:00 PM. To 
report water waste, please phone 
577-5254. Controlled irrigation of 
vegetable gardens is permitted. 

-RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES 

SEPTEMBER 1 - FEBRUARY 1 

Join us in "Taking a Bite Out of Crimel!. 
Keep Neighborhood Watch alive in your 
area by being observant and alert to 
suspicious activities. You really can 
make a difference in helping us reduce 
the number of res i denti a 1 burgl ari es in 
your own neighborhood. 

It takes all of you to help keep your own 
neighborhood safe from crime. If you 
belong to a Neighborhood Watch Group, you 
should feel proud of working with the 
Modesto Police Department. 

BEAT 1 87 
BEAT 2 90 
BEAT 3 10 
BEAT 4 139 
BEAT 5 26 
BEAT 6 29 
BEAT 7 42 
BEAT 8 57 
BEAT 9 32 
BEAT 10 72 
BEAT 11 36 
BEAT 12 62 
BEAT 13 42 
BEAT 14 37 

TOTAL 761 

GET READY FOR NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

The Fifth Annual National Night Out will 
be Tuesday, August 9th. National Night 
Out is designed to (1) heighten crime 
prevention awareness; (2) generate 
participation in local anti-crime 
efforts; (3) strengthen nei ghborhocd 
spirit and; (4) send a message to 
criminals that your neighborhood is 
organized and fighting back. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? (1) Traditionally, 
turn on all your outside lights; (2) 
contact Connie Garcia at the Crime 
Prevention Unit and request a police 
permit for a block party; (3) plan a 
block party--it can bea bar-b-que; a 
potl uck; carni va 1 games; ice cream 
social; your own tailor made "block 
partyll or J01n Modesto Police 
Department's block party on Del Vale 
Avenue, between De 1 Mar and De 1 Monte, 
where we will have lots of events for you 
to enjoy. 
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